	The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) Overdose Data to Action (OD2A) is a program that supports state, territorial, county, and city health departments in obtaining more comprehensive and timelier data on overdose morbidity and mortality. The program is meant to enhance opioid overdose surveillance, reporting, and dissemination efforts to better inform prevention and early intervention strategies. The information contained in this monthly report highlights suspected overdose morbidity within the state of Nevada utilizing emergency department (ED) visits data from the National Syndromic Surveillance Program for the period: January 1, 2020 to August 31, 2020. 
Report Highlights:
· Suspected drug-related ED visit rates increased by approximately 5% from July to August 2020. 
· Suspected stimulant-related ED visit rates increased by approximately 27% from July to August 2020. 
· Suspected opioid-related ED visit rates increased by approximately 37% from August 2019 to August this year. 
· Patients that visited the ED for drug-related issues more likely to be male, White, and between the ages of 15-44.  
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Figure 1. Suspected monthly rates for all drug, opioid, heroin, stimulant-related ED visits (per 100,000 population)
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Technical Notes:
Data Sources: National Syndromic Surveillance Program is a near real-time method of categorizing visits to the ED across Nevada based on a patient’s chief complaint and/or discharge diagnosis. 
Case definitions: Case definitions and queries for suspected all drug, opioid, heroin, and stimulant ED visits are created and provided by CDC and include chief complaint keywords and ICD-10-CM discharge diagnosis codes.
Analysis: ED visit rates per 100,000 population were calculated using 2019 Census Bureau data. ED visit counts for age and sex categories with less than 10 counts for any month were not included. 
Limitations: Statewide, the National Syndromic Surveillance Program is estimated to capture approximately 80% of Nevada emergency department visits, and thus may underestimate the occurrence of overdoses across the state. Since not everyone who overdoses is able to make it to the ED, this report may underestimate the total overdose burden in the state. 
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Address questions/comments to Nevada OD2A‘s opioid epidemiologist, Shawn Thomas, MPH, at shawnt@unr.edu.
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August Spotlight: 
 
       


















	






Note: Other Race includes American Indian/Alaskan Native, Asian, Native Hawaiian/Other Pacific Islander, and Other Race. Totals exclude missing data. 

Address questions/comments to Nevada OD2A‘s opioid epidemiologist, Shawn Thomas, MPH, at shawnt@unr.edu.
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Figure 2. Suspected rates for all drug, opioid, and heroin-related ED visits, August 2018-2020 (per 100,000 population)

All-drug	
 Aug-18	 Aug-19	 Aug-20	20.227272727272727	23.084415584415584	25.584415584415584	Opioid	
 Aug-18	 Aug-19	 Aug-20	6.0714285714285712	6.2337662337662332	8.4740259740259738	Heroin	
 Aug-18	 Aug-19	 Aug-20	1.3636363636363638	1.8506493506493507	1.525974025974026	



Figure 3. Sex of suspected drug-related ED visits, August 2020 (N=788)

Male
[VALUE]
Female
[VALUE]

Male	Female	0.56345177664974622	0.43654822335025378	
Figure 4. Race/Ethnicity of suspected drug-related ED visits, August 2020 (N=757) 

White
[VALUE]
Black
[VALUE]
Hispanic
[VALUE]
Other 
[VALUE]

White	Black	Hispanic	Other Race	0.52311756935270803	0.17305151915455746	0.16116248348745046	0.14266842800528401	
Figure 5. Age of suspected drug-related ED visits, August 2020 (N=785)
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